CHAPTER III

FALSE IDEAS   OF PROHIBITION  AND OF

PUNISHMENT

IT has often been objected that the omission of such
lessons as, let us say, The Flood, in dealing with young
children incurs the danger of neglecting the truths
of God's displeasure at sin, of His judgments and of
His laws of punishment. It is felt that the impression
may be given that God is simply a God of sentimental
good nature who will wipe the slate clean every time
if only we will say, " I arn sorry," or even without
so much as that on our part. This contention needs
careful examination, for it would indeed be a most
serious failing were we not to present a knowledge
of God that is both true and full. There certainly
has been in the decade preceding the Great War a
tendency to give a somewhat sentimental and inade-
quate, one-sided view of God. Writers and speakers
on religious education have, for example, advocated
that children under the age of seven should not be
taught any of the Commandments on the ground
that they contain prohibition, and negative rather
than positive teaching : the negative teaching imply-
ing that a particular course should be avoided because
it entails certain consequences of the nature of what
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